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Examinatica of St. John 11. 25. } 
BY E. FERRISS. 

«* Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection 
and the life ; he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live.” 

My motive in giving this sacred passage a 
serious examination, originates in a thorough 
conviction, that it is generally misapplied by 
the clergy of every christian denomination ; 
which | conceive to be, mostly owing to their 
want of due attention to the nature of those cir- 
cumstances, under which Jesus spake, and ac- 





fed at that particular time. 

By carefully :eading 
the chapter, it will plainly appear, that a cer- 
tain man named Lazirus, was very sick, and at 
last actually died and was buried. However, 
while he was sick, his friends sent for Jesus, 
who, they confidently believed, was able to re- 
store their sick friend to healtb.by the word of 
divine power. But notwithstanding their most 
earnest entreaty, it seems our Lord, from the 
best of motives, delayed coming until Lazarus 
was dead, and had actually lain in his grave 
four days. Fer while conferring with some of 
his followers on the way to the tomb of Laza- 
rus; ‘* Jesus said noto them plainly, Lazarus 
is dead, And Lam glad for your sakes, that ] was 
not there, to the intent ye may believe; nev- 
eitheless, let us go unto him.” 

Ques. What would Jesus have his followers 
believe ; which that circumstance was a con- 
vincing proof of ? 

Ans. ‘I'lis, that Jesus has power as a gra. 
eious saviour, net only io this world, but also 
after men are dead, he bas equal power to 
save. ‘* Let us go unto him.” This signifies 
the necessity of our Lord’s going to those 
in thatstate, who areno mere able, of thein- 
selves, to come to Jesus, than Lazarus was to 
leave his tomb and come to him at that time. 
For, | would observe, he could not rise anid 
come forth, until the word of the gracious Re- 
deemer reached his gloomy case ‘n death. ‘To 
that intent the great Kedeemer pursued his 
wayfo Bethany. Martha learning that ber 
Lord was near at hand, ranto meet him. ‘Then 
satd Martha unto Jesus. Lord, if thou badst been 
here, my brother had not died.”” Thus in the 
anguish of her soul, for the want of more faith, 
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she seems to upbraid him with cruel neglect of | 


her sick brother ; yet, as though:she would a- 
tone for her hasty rashness, she vext observes 
to Jesus. ** But | kaow that, even now, what- 
soever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it 
thee.” ‘Jesus saith unto ber, Thy brother 
shall rise again.’ ** Martha saith unto him, I 
know that he shall rise again in the resurrec- 
tion atthe last day.” ‘ Jesus said unto her, f 
am the resurrection and thelife; he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live.” 

Here our Lord, who well knew Martha's o- 
pinion of futurity about the last day and the res- 
wirection Sic. ta he oe dae error-prews toni a 
mong ihe vews ou oa i} >, aS ple geet to 
correct Martha’s sentiusents, in that respect, 
and therefore said ** 1 am the resurrection,&c.” 
‘* Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, 
but was in that place where Martha met him. * 
To which place, Mary withanumber of Jows 
at length also came to meet him ; where Mary 
salutes bim,upbraidingly, as her sister had doue 
before. ‘*Lordif thou hadst been here, my 
brother had-mot died.” And some of the Jews 
also said. : Could not this man, who opened 
the eyes of the blind, have caused that even 
this man should not have died."” Thus they 
scemed to give a hint, that Christ had left un- 
done, what he might and ought to have done, 
But now, alas, perhaps, thous ghtthey, it is for- 
ever tolate: the sonl of our friend Lazarus is 
in eteruty, veyond the reach*of is power . 
where no change in favor of any one, can pos- 

-tbly: be effected. And perhaps the Saducee, 
who believed in neither angel or spirif, mizht 
think poor Lazarus was in a state of insensibil- 
ity, incapable of any happiness. In a word that 
unhappy groupe, presented a pitifol spectacle 
before our Lord. They had no faith concer. 
ning a future state that could yield them solid 
comfort concerning their departed friend. Je- 
sus beheld their bitter waithog, with mingled 
grief and pity, well knowing the cause to be 
their want of taith in the truth, ** Jesus w ept.’ 

** He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.” 
‘* And said, where have ye laid him, they say 
unto him Lord come and see.’ So Jesns co- 
ming to the grave, which was a cave, an! a 
stone lay uponit. * Jesus said, tike ye an iy 
the stone.”” But dousuer Mariha, the sister 
of him that was dead, seems to vatse an oly se- 
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tion by observiag thus, * Lord by this tine he 
stinketh ; for he hath been dead tour days.” 
** Jegus saith unto her, sad | oot unto thee, 
that, ifthow woaldst believe, thor shouldst see 
the glory of Gd?’ This solema word of re- 
prouf appears to have silenced every o jection 
among the people ; so that the mundate. ot 
heaven’s king was instantly obeyed.  ** han 
they took away the stone trom the piice where 
the dead was laid.” Next they at'eal praver 
and thanks o Yered up by a glorioisi tercessor, 
(tor the dead as well as the living = Mark welt 
the words. ‘ And Jesus Jilted up his eyes, 
and said, Father, [ thank thee that thou hast 
heared me. And I knew that thou hearest me 
always ; but because of the people, which 
stand by, I sail it, that they may believe that 
thoa hast sent me.” 

Q. But where has the father sent Jesus, and 
to whom ? 

A. The circamstance under con-ideration, 
plainly answers this Qrestie’. te. He has not 
only sent hin to visit and relieve the living «but 
also the deal,as will appear from what fellows. 
Gur Lord having finished his address to the 
Father, taras oot to, but ratoer from the living, 
and addresses the dead. ‘* Ele cried with a 
loud voice, Lazarns cone forth.” Aad we 
Jearn that the dead was nore ready to obey 
him in coming forth, tian the living had been, 
when commanded t» take away the stone ;_ but 
Lazarus never mirmured out one gbjection, 
tha’ we can find on record. ‘He that was 
dead :ame forth, bound head and foot with grave 
cloties ; and his face was bound about with a 
napkin.” ‘* Jesus saith unto them, loose him 
and let him go.”” This miracle was such a con- 
vincing proof ofthe nature of Christ’s mission, 
that many of the Jews believed on him. And 
I woald to God, that many, yea very many, 
who read, may, also, in this our day, under- 
stand and truly believe. 

Now. before | proceed in making particular 
application of this miracle ; give me leave to 
observe that all those miracles wrought by Je- 
sus, are meant to teach the way of salvation ; 
so that every part has some particular meaning 
by way of allusion ; and may be considered as 
the teaching voice of God to his creature man. 

Now the all gracious voice of an unchanging 
God, in that miracle under present considera- 
tion, is like seven-fold thunder in awakening 
the understanding of man concerning a future 
state. For Lazaras had been dead four day 
and he had been shat from mortal eve all this 
time until Jesus said, ** Lazaras come forth.” 

Then ifas many believe, every min as soon 
as 'o:4 13 inan anchangeable eternity ; be was 
giso the smand bis condition could net have 
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heen changed ; but it seems, he whois Lori ot 
the deadand lhving could and cid change bts 
Therefore he could not be where 


article of 


condiion, 
some suppose all to go in the 
so then, tt is teaches us that those peepee are 
incorrect ln their views of futurity. Lflow of 


ten have | heard people observe, " We con 


know nothing abouta fature state, as no one 
evercame back to tellus.’ Of anbelier, bor 
did not Christ cone back to tell os the teuth ? 
Lazares also Jesus has tol! us that le bas 
the keys of desta and hell. Aod 1) resur- 
rection of Lazarus, tells us he uses those heves 


er men are dead, to liberating the prisoner 
, 


But my friendivy reader we mu-! pay 
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due attention to what we are todo, or we shall 
notunderstand . ‘Take particalar o @, Je- 
sus first declared, that he (himself) is (ue re 


urrection anid the hie and that he (nat believeth 
in him, though he were dead, vet shall be iis 
lle pext proves this fact, by the deiweeriice 
Lazarus who had been in his grave four ’ 
Now with both the fact and proof before u 
let us proceed forwards. We must read thie 
miracle right anc makea righteous appicatio 
There is nothing 10 it meant to sigatlyv (in ba 
zaros died an unbehever, and was co: 
after death ; no, but any one who dies ia sin, 
and afterwards is saved by Jesus iarougs lath: 
nor does it apply to any person converted be- 
fore death, as 1 shall show inthe sey.eél 

1. Sick Lazarus, noiwithstardios Wie earnest 
prayers of his sisters and others was vot resto- 
red in health to the sociely of his friends, be- 
fore death, but afier. Winch allezorically re, 
resents any one, whois disease! wiih sin aol 
unbelief, and who, noiw thstandivg the most 
earnest solicitations and prayers of the church 
for the conversion of sinners, is not converted 
and restored to awnion in the household o; 
faith, before death, but dies unrecouciled ww 
God. 

2. The body of Lazarus, was shat§from mor- 
tal view tn a gloomy cave ; which may repre- 
sent any one tn the invisible world, who 13 shut 
out of thevenjoymeat of a hippy communion 
with the saints in glory. 

3. A stooe was laid ut the mouth or door of 
the cave, which is aligure of asiouy heart «of 
unbelief at the duor of conscience, in the bour 
of death. 

4. The napkia which was bouad about the 
heal, was an emblem of the veil remaining af- 
ter death untaken away, whereby the eves of 
the anlarstandiag of one who dies ty -tn, ig dar- 
keaed ia that state, till the veil is Gren away. 

Se The body after deata, being bound haad 
and foot with criveclothes, is a sign of one 
in the apintial wool l, so face ed with bis own 
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wickedness and unbelief that he cannot extri- 
cate himself from his state of bondage, so as_ to 
come to Christ iv bis own strength, but Jesus 
must come to him, ifhe is ever delivered. 

6. As Jesus said concerning dead Lazarus, 
with a divine voice, ** Let us goto him.”” This 
signifies the wi!l of him, who said (** Let there 
be lisht and there was light,”’) and that it is his 
pleasure, that Christ should go and deliver 
those, in a condition alter death, as already de- 
scribed by the body of Lazarus, 

7. By the prayer ofJesus at the cave, it is 
implied that he intercedes far the dead also, as 
truly as for the living, 

&. As Jesus Christ next turned and address- 
ed him who hid beenia iis grave four days, 
** Lazarus come farth.”’ We may learn that 
he, by the word of his power, speaks deliver- 
ance to the captives after death, 

9. As Lazarus obeyed and came forth; it 
signifies the obedience of faith wrought in the 
soul after death through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

10. And as Jesus next said, ** loose him and 
let him go,”’ ‘lwo things are implied by this 
part ; first, that no captive in that state is able 
to loose himself and go free, second, that such 
sinners shall, by the word of Christ’s power, 
be loosed and set free, Yea, ‘* delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious li- 
berty of the children of Gad,” Such is the 
voice of that miracle, 

I shall next proceed to show, why the cir- 
cumstances partaining to that transaction, 
will not properly apply to sinners converted in 
this life. Now the condition of asinner jn this 
life is in full and open yiew ; we cee their 
fruits and know them by the same ; as we read 
‘By their fruits ye shall know them.” Bat not 
go with the dead body of Lazarus, it was placed 
out of sight, where his grave cloathes and nap- 
kin was shut from haman view ; neither could 
his body while thus hid, be known by the fruits 
of its heing in death four days, Witness, Mag, 
tha did not know bat what the fruits thereof 
might be offensive, untill she saw him come 
forth, Therefore in this sense, the sabject 
does not apply toany thing visible in this world 
—~hence not to the case of one morally dead in 
sin, whose very condition is every cay seen by 
hia froits, 

Aga, the napkin and the gravecloathes a- 
bout the body of Lazarus were not loosed from 
him, until alter he had been dead and buried 
in such a manner, as to be invisible four daya, 

But when an onbeliaver is converted and the 
veil rent from bis mind before death ¢ it ig pat 
so with him. Theretore it will not apply to hia 
case, inea itis no wonder Jeeus should say, 
* dams the resurrection and the lite, he that 





| believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
| shall he live.’? Which supposes one to become 
a believer after death. 

From the very nature of the subject, we may 
reasonably infer, that the death expressed by 
our Lord, in the text, is natural death, such as 
Lazarus died by a fit of sickness. To say it 
| means carnal mindedness, or in other words 
spiritual death, would be to make nonsense of 
| the text, 
| For it is very clear from the mode of every 
| expression in it, that both the death and the 
| exercise of belief are said to exist both at the 
| sametime, For, * Though he were dead,” is 
| not a form of expression to imply the past tense, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 








because the verb is in the subjunctive mode, 
| and is the same as though it had been thus ex- 

pressed ; He that believeth in me, though he 

be dead, yet shall he live, Now I would ask, 
| How cana man be carnally minded, and exer- 

cise true faith at the same time ; can he thus 

serve twe masters at once ? Again, how cana 
| man be spiritually dead in sin, and at the same 
time be alive in God ? Kind reader, these things 
cannot be, However, f willinform you what 
can be, according to the fext. Even on condi- 
tion that a man be naturally dead, as was Laz- 
arus, he can be in spirit, at the same time, @ 
true believer ; and thongh one should remaie 
any limited time in unbelief, while thagdead;— 
Yet, if Christ shall make him believe, he shall 
as certainly live, spiritually, although naturally 
dead, as Lazarus did come forth after he had 
been dead four days, And again, our Lord 
says ing very next verse, following the one 
we havé-been examining, ‘‘ And whosoever liv- 
eth and believeth in me, shall never die,”’ In 


spiritaal death is plainly expressed. Whereas in 
the former verse,natural death ia clearly exprese 
sed, but spiritual death is only implied, as fol- 
lows ; ** He that liveth,” suppoees one nof 
natorally dead, °* Shall never die.” expresses 

spiritual death, which the true believer shall 
| not realize, And in the other verse, spiritual 
death is implied by the wards, * yet shalt he 


langer, Natural death ie expressed by the 
words, ’ Though he were dead,” Aod thus to be 
understood. He that shall become 4 behever 
in Christ, though it should be after he be nata- 
rally dead, as was Lagapus, yet shall he jive a 


of epiritnal death, | think | am most certainly 
correct, a8 we cao Make no goad seqae af the 
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| we come to compare What Jesus enid with the 


live,” j, e, shall wot realize spiritual death any | 


spirity il life, as being freed from the bendage — 





this yerse, natural death is only imptied, while ~ ry 








subject, in any other light Hepecially, when i 


| allegorial proof, aa contained inthe miraculoa: f 
resurrection of him who had lain fone daye yo ¥ 
his gravee Theo let this lessen teach ue ne? 
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to be so presumptuous, ast limit the holy one 
of Israel to the narrow span of the present life 
of mang ty saying al’ who die unconverted, 
are planted beyond the reach of the mercy of 
Jesas Christ, and can never be saved through 
faith inthe son of God. No, nor let us, be lett 
to teach mankind that all beyond this world is a 
boundless and unchangeable eternity. For 
this would be directly, or indirectly denying 
the resurrection of Lazarus, and not only so, 
of bim, who is the resurrection and the life.— 
Neither let us deny Christ, the head of every 
man, by a supposition, that the members of the 
living and knowing hed, lie dormant, in a state 
ef unconscious slumber after death, until a sup? 
posed resurrection of the Adamic dust. No, 
but let us believe that comforting truth, as it is 
in Jesus, and let us walk that strait way that 
leads nesther to a belief in destruction, nor to 
astate of gloomy slumber but to consciousness, 
and finally, to life and immortality. 








From ihe Gospel Advocate, 
Love taconsistent with partial grace. 

Love towards goTand men is, in point of 
utility, a more valaahfe qualification than any 
other, since it is productive of every con- 
ceivable virtue. Love worketh no ill to 
neizhbor. Itis the substance of oar charity 
which saffereth long, and ts kind; it) envieth 
no’, it vanateth not itself, it is not puffed op, tt 
doth not behave itee!f unseemly, it seeketh not 
her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no | 
evil, it rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the trath ; it beareth all things, belseweth all 
things, hopeth all things. Ip order ¢ this di- 
vine principle should do its perfect work, 1 
must be unlimited and impartial in the election 
of its object. ‘+ If ye love them that love you, | 


. 


Its 


what reward have ye 7” | 
Again ; it ia from the contemplation of the | 


love of God that mankind learn to love him and , 
their fellow beings. He, and his Soa, are the | 
only proper patterus for us to iinitate, because 
they on!v are perfect. Although there are | 
many good men whose examples are worthy of | 
imitation to a proper extent, yet, inasmuch as 
they are fallible, they are not to be taken as 
perfect examples of holiness or love. 
With the above state nents in view, let the 


question be asked,to how many shall our love be | 


extenied ? The answer will be. to as many as 
God loves. 
jects of his love? if the answer js, none but 
those who love him, the pittern is imperfect ; 


and if mankind should imitate this love, they | 


wonld dono more than the poblicans do. But 
if it be admitted that God ix impartial and loves 
his enemies, then mankind by tnitating his per- 
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Then szain, how many are ob- | 


fections will love their enemies. Hence, »y 
teaching the system of partial grace, whereby 
the love of God is limited toa few, mankind are 
taught to limit their love to the small circle of 
their friends. But teach them that the love of 
God 1s exercised towards all mankind, and that 
it will be productive of hippiness to imitate 
such love, and then they willcomply with that 
command on which hang both the law and the 


prophets. 
From the foregoing observations it 
will be seen that all partial schemes 


are entirely incompatib'e with that divine love 
which is exhibited towards, and demanded of 
us by the Author and Finisher of our faith. 


Let those, therefore, who 60 often 
speak of the irreligions tendency of 
the system of divine grace and impartial 


love, have an eye upon their own creeds, lest 
they be found wanting. 
From the New York Telescope. 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 

A Rey. Mr. Edes read this instrument at 
Providence, last Tuesday week, but declared 
that ‘‘ as a minister of the gospel he could not 
yield unqualified approbation to all the doc- 
trirnes contained in it.” 

What do you suppose, rea ler, was the ‘rea- 
son that this priest *‘could not yield unqualitied 
ipprobation to all the doctrines contained in it!” 
Was itnot unquestionably because that instru- 
ment permits a free and oniversal toleration of 
alireliztous principles, thereby opening the 
way to evertwrow the craft of priests ; than 
which nothing could have been more detesta- 
ble. 

Again reader, do you know why the New 
England and other high toned clergy thunder- 
ed out so many anathemas against Thomas Jef- 
ferson, pronouncing him a“ Deist,’’ gc. Ke. 
Does not the following article from the pen of 
Mr. Jefferson show the canse. 

‘** The attack,’ saya he, ** on the establish- 
ment ofa dominant religion was first made ‘by 
myself. Itcoald be carried at first ontv by a 
suspension of salaries for one year, by battling 
it again atthe next session for another year, 
and so from year to year, until the public mind 
was ripened for the bill for establishing reli- 
g ous freedom, which | had prepared for the 
revisel code also. This was at lenzth e- 
lished permanently, and by the efforts chi fly 
of Mr. Madison, being myselfin Europe at the 
time, that work was brought forward.”’ 

Had he established a religion by tow. and 
granted pecutiar privileges and encluments te 
the Calvinistic elersy alonet wi ta fine presi« 
dent he would have been. tout thank heaven 
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afreecouutry is poor soil for priestcraft to 
grow upon ; though it struggles hard to send 
ferth its noxious and -deleterious branches. 
Nothing is more wanted in this day than the 
general consent of the community, expres-ed 
in a determination to discountenarce thif class 
ofaspiring ambitious men; ths anti christian 
priesthood : for wedefy any person in exis- 
tence to show from the New Testament, or a- 
ny other source, that they have ever been cal- 
fed, qualified and sent to preach the gospel. 
They havelno authority for their mission from 
the court of heaven, and therefore we have a 
nerfect right to pronounce them real impostors. 
& Cease to pay them a farthing tor preaching, 
and they will leave therr flocks as they did in 
Virginia when they lost their salaries’ there. 
They forsook their meeting houses,!e‘t them to 
moulder ingthe dust, and followed some honest 
calling. ; 

Washington, Jone 26. 
¥’ To the Editor of the Reformer.—Oiten is the 
enquiry repeated by yourself and correspon- 
cents of the Keformer, * What becomes of the 
money collected by Missionary Bible and othe: 
societies of the present day /” ‘Phe pervaal o 
the following, froma Candid and disintereste 
agent, will probably be sausfictory. B. 

From the faleryh, NOC. Star. 
Wheress, Fcculd not attend the last meeting 
ofthe North Carolina Missionary Socte ty, hol- 
den at Monnt Zien, Orange county, the 4th 
Sunday m May last, and my repert of monies 
collected sent up by letter failing to reach the 
Society, an! learning that the minutes will not 
be printed (Ul after next November, I take 
this methed to report to the sectety and public 
since July meeting of 1825, 
Cush received for the mission, 
Enclosed by letter from Mr. Wm. 
Lancaster, Jr. Secretary of a 


Mason Lodge. $10 00 
From the Lodge at Murfreeshorough 10 00 
Public collection at Sandy Creek 

Association, in October last. 15 45 
From Col. Stephen Senter 2 
From Wesley Jones, Esq. “77 ’ 50 
From the Female Society at South 

W est Lenoir, 16 00 
From Mr. Jared Mead, Greenville, 5 00 





C58 95 
YT travelled since July meeting 8 days, at one 
duilar per day, for the society ; but am sat's- 
fied withthe above sum as full compensation. 
—T. RK, DANIEL. 
June 14, 1£26. 
{From the above statement, it appears that 











ihe wages of this agent exceeded the amount he 
collected by twenty-nine dollars and five cenis, 
hut that he generously offered to accept whut 
he had collected ‘‘as*full compensation.” How 
many such agents there are in the United 
States, it is diffienlt tosay. There are very 
few, perhaps, who would be so generous as to 
make any abatement in their wages, however 
smal! their coilections. | 





THF BED OF DEATH. 

The following remarks, which are represent- 
ed as spoken by a dying young woman, are, 
theugh found in a work of imagination, worthy 
of serious attention. 

“When J am dying, do not let the preachers 
be about me ; let me die in private : death is too 
solemna thing for witnesses} They might, 
perhaps, press me on seme points, which I 
could not then answer clearly ; and the failure 
of my intellect, the natural decline of my 


strength might be mistaken for “onsoundness of 


faith.” They sre fond of proposing tests at such 
atime ; itis no time to answer nice questions ; 
one must enjoy their religion then not define it. 
ifmy testimeny could be offered up, | would 
offer itin fhe presence of the assembled world; 
but God needs no such witness to his truth, 
The curtains of a death bed should be closed ; 
let mine Leso my dearest aunt. Shall f con- 
fess the truth to vou? [ think there is some- 
thirg too pubbe in the printed accounts of the 
deaths of evangelical persons. 1 donot wish te 
he snrronoded by preachers and persons call— 
ing on t.e to witness the truth, when | have no 
longer breath to heave in witness of it. Oh no, 
there ts some hing too theatrical in that—’”’ 
a . 

The above article from the “ Christian Dis- 
ciple.’ we thirk cannot be too attentively read 
hy Calvinistic ministers, and other advocates 
for never-ending torture, The bed of death 
has too often heen rendered the scene of artfo) 
cunning, Which is the delight of some to employ, 
either to drive the wretched subject to the um- 
brace of some peculiar tenet, by the fear of a fy 
ture erdless hell; or, by cunning surmises, 
craftily dropped in the ear, in moments cf de- 
bility or weakness, fo allure the mird from 
some favorite theme, upon which it delights te 
dwell with peculiar satisfaction. For this pur- 
pose, stories of sinners in dreadful 
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young wemen in heaventy trances, (enc of 


which was represented to me to have lasted 
three days, Curing which time the lady affirms 
she was nceteally in heaven, and surprising as it 
may appear, shook hands with our blessed Sav- 
iour,) anda host of hobgoblins are gniped forth 
with all the sincerity imaginable, and impress- 
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ed upon the dying subject as prognostics of their 
own fate. It is really surprising how some 
people can delight in such condact—visiting the 
sick for no other purpose bot to harrow op 
their minds fo the gloomy forehodings of the fa 

ture. and to render the last moments of their 
lives wretched in the extreme. 
it may appear, such ts the fact. 
not be neticed in which sncb conduct has been 


Bat strange as | 
Instances nee! | 


| 


| 


practiced to an extraordinary extent even in | 


this good town of Providence ; and by persons 
too who are not a little ostentatious of their 
godliness- One, at least, is fresh in the recol- 
lection of most of us, in which it is plain, the 
visiter had ne other object in view, but to ren- 
der the mind of the dying su*ject as miserable 
as possibie, that if might be proclaimed with 
greater triumph fo the multitude, that the per 
son ** died in great distress of mind.” Tosuch 
characters it may welt be said, ‘* ye compass 
sea and lind to make one proselyte ; and when 
he is made. ye make him two fold more the 
child of hell,” —Christian Teleccope, 





Trom the Religious Inquirer. 

Mr. Epiror.—If in your opinion the 
following extract from the Rev. J. Mur- 
ray’s lite may be of use in the Inquirer, 
please to insert it and oblige, 

B. W #8 eee % 


Mr Murray when in England, and he 


fore he had embraced Universalism, being | 


in some repute in Mr. Whitfield’s congre- 
gation, was chosen with one or two more, 
for the purpose of reclaiming a certain wo- 
man who had become an Universalist. 
Mr. Murry represented the young Lady 


as very respectable, but was supposed to | 


be awfully deluded by hearing Mr. Kelly, 
a Universalist Preacher. Mr. M. further 
says, “* The young lady received us with 
much condescention and kindness, after 
the first ceremonies, we sat for some time 
silent; and az length I drew a heavy sigh, 
and uttered a pathetic sentiment respecting 
the deplorable condition of those who live 
and die in unbelief, and concluded with a 
violent declamation by pronouncing with 

reat earnestness, * he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” ‘ And pray sir,” said 
the Lady with great sweetness, what is 
the unbeliever damned for not belicy- 
ing?” 

Murray. “ Wat is he damned for not 
believing ? Why he is damned for nut be- 
lieving.”’ 

Lady. “ But sir, L asked what was that 
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which he did wot believe, for which he is 
damned ?” jena ved 
Murray. “ Why for not believing in Je~ 


| sus Christ to be sure.” 


Lady. **Do yeu mean to say that unbee 


_ hevers are damned for not believing there 


was such a person us Jesus Christ.” 

Murray. * 1 do net,a man may believe 
there was such a person as Jesus Christ, 
and yet be damned.” 

Lady. “ Whatthen sir, must a man bee 
lieve in order to avoid damnation ?” 

Murray. ** Why he must believe that 
Christ is a complete Saviour.” 

Lady. ** Suppose he were to believe that 
Jesus Christ is a complete Saviour of oth- 
ers, would thac belief save him ?” 

Murray. ** No, he must believe that Je- 
sus Christis his complete Saviour; every 
individual must believe for himself, that 

esus Chaist is his complete Saviour.” 

Lady. Why sir, is Jesus Christ the Sav- 
iour of any unbelievers?” 

Murray. “ No, Madam.” 

L dy. * Then why should any unheliev- 
er believe that Jesus Christ is his Saviour, 
until he is his Savieur ?” 

Murray, “ I say he is not the Saviour 
of any one until he believes,” 

Ladu. * Then if Christ be not the Sav- 
jour of the unbeliever until he believes, the 
unbeliever is called upon to believe a Sie? 
Itappears to me sir, that Jesus is a com- 

lete Saviour of unbelievers, and unbeliev- 
ers are called on to believe the truth, and 
by believing they are saved, in their own 
apprehension ; saved from all those dread- 
ful fears which are consequent on unbe- 
lief, and conscious damnation,” 


Murray. “* No Madam, you are dread- 
fully, I trust, not fatally misled. Jesus 
never is and never was the Saviour of any 
unbeliever, and he never will be.” 

Lady: * Do you think he ig your Save 
jour sir? 

Murray. “TU hope he is.” , 

Lady. “Were yon always a believer sir?” 


Murray. “No Madam.” 


Lidy. “Then you were ence an unbe- 
liever, that is, you once believed that Christ 
was not the Savior. New, as you say he 
never was and never will be the Saviour of 
any unbeliever, as you wer* once an unber 
iever, he never can be your Saviour.” 
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Murray. * Levever was my Cat leur une 


: ? +. bh) 
tui t belic: 


he not dite for you, before 


Nir. Murray I was extremely 
embarrassed and wished myself out of her 


’ 
aaiatatioa. 


sere, Says 





FOR THE EXAMINE’. 

Whatis charity. The apostle says, * cheri- 
ty suffereth long and is bid 1, charty envieth 
wot, charity vaunteth not iteelf, is pot puffed up, 
doth not behave itself unseemly, secketh not 
her own, is not easily provoked thinketh no e- 
vil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
truti; beireth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endareth all things.” Do we 
find this chartiy among professed christians of 
diferent denominations ? Or do we find one de- 

komimation endeavoring to pull dewn on other, 
seiting forth their actions, their condnet, and 
them (ath, inthe most unfavorable lyht, see. 
ming to exolt ip portraying their deformities, 
lnstead of pitying them for their errours, and 
loving them with christian leve, and enlighten- 
lig them with gospel tidings, and persuading 
thom with meekness and candour, and laying 
belore (hem the beautiful doctrine of Christ, 
(hoy use their abilities in endeavouring to irri- 
ta'e and vex - by setting forth all their sup- 
posed errors and m 
jut uman and de +b, thereby causing an op- 
pesition. aiad rdpess of heart and causing 
creeds to 
tris fert. want of charity. 
tone do not appear {to have charity -for difler- 
e't churches, tsurping their privilege of being 
their own judge in matters of faith, speaking 
by their actions, we are right ard you are 
wrong, if you would wish to partake of the 
blessings of Christ \ou must come under our 
faith our order our baptism for onrs is the on- 
ly door, or yonr case is doubtful. Panl said 
“if Isp eak with the tongues of men & of ange!s 
and have not charity, | am become as sonnd- 
ing brass and a tinklingsymbal. And thongh 1 
have the gift of prophecy and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge ; and thongh | 
have faith to remove mountains and have not 
charity 1 am nothing. And though | bestow 
all my goods to feed the poor and though I give 
my body to be burned, and bave hot charity, it 
profiteth me nothing.” 

So we see the value and importance of char- 
ity ; and O that christians would consider the 
importance ofcharity and let their light shine 
more and more unto the perfect day that broth- 
erly love might increase that charity might pre- 


vail and christian denominations «nite, so that | 


sunt y them to be monstrous | 


more strenuously supported ; all | 
Professed chris- | 
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the time might :rrive when (here would be but 
one faith, one mede, and cne baptism, ani 
Chri-t be all inall, Bat instead of practicing 
this christian charity, relicgionists usurp the 
common rizits of mankind, make themselves 


| judges, jndge other den: ominations of inf bolts : 


heresy and anchristian prine ‘iples denouncis 

them to everlasting wo. They being wise in 
theirown eyes pretend to great knowledge 
ond tounderstand the mysteries of go lliness. 
The apostle says ** knowledge puffeth up but 
chari'y edifieth. And ifany think he knowedt 
any thing he knoweth nothing yet as he oct 
to know.” May christians attead to the uew 
commandment love one another,” antl pata- 
way wreath. pride, envying, evil speaking and 
hardness of heart ; that they may adorn their 
profes ston an | beco: ne children of their heav- 


enly parent. MONITOR. 





A D ALOGUE 


Some years ago, during a religious revival in 
the Town of in Vermon’, a Mr.——, a 
Universalist preacher riding thro’ the place, was 
overtaken by a Doctor Mac, who was a deacoa 

ofaCalvanist Church ; when the following con- 
vane was commenced by the Doctor, 7 

Dr. Good News Sir, | have glorious news to 
tell you. 

Mr. Ah! indeed Dr. an! what is the news ? 

Dr. why Sir, the Lord ts in working 
wouders by his spirit. There is a great revi- 
va', and many soa's are daily converted, 

Mr. Lam alad of it Dr. for | know of to 
place where a reformation was more needed 
But Dr. there ts one thing which 
some surprise with me. It isthis. Vany of 
those converts come forward, relate an experi 
ence.and you receive their word for the genu- 
ineness of their religion, when in temporal con- 
cerns you would not take their word, or trust 
them the value of six cents, 

Dr. |} know it, but I think we have sufficient 
evidence flat it is the work of God. [t will de 
to take them into the chareh. 

Mr. Well Dr. time wiildetermine thématter. 
You recollect the reformation in the *towns 
of. and ; and you know what has bees 
the result. 
they began to examine into each others charac. 
ters, and the genuineness of their experience, 
Quarrels ensued, and after numerless church 
meetings, and excommunicating a large propor- 
tion of those whom they had received daring 
the revival, they were able once more to en} 
joy peace ; and twelve months hence, you and 
I can determine better as to this revival. 

Dr. Ah, Sir, it is unfortunately the case, that 
there are always seme who prove hypocrites. 
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As soon as the revival died away, 
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Mr. But Dr. it surely is not the work of the | 
Lord to make men hypocrites ? } 
Dr. Oh no, by no means, but it is always the | 
case, that when the Lord begins a good work H 
among men, the Devil will always set himself | 
to work at the same time and place. } 
Mr. well Dr. but as the hypocrite whom 
you say is worked upon by the Devil, relates | 
an eaperience similar to those who are conver- | 








b 
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ted by the spirit of God, and with the same ap- | 
parent sincerity, is it not a little singular, that 
God and the Devil shoe!d work so exactly a- | 
hike, producing the same feelings of conviction || 
and conversion, that you old experienced saints | 
that have been serving God, and walking iu the | 
way of holiness for twenty year: or more, nay, 
that your ministers who profess to know so } 
much of the spirit of God in all its operations, | 
are not able to distinguish which is the work of 
God, and which is not, but as cerdially receive 
him who is operated upon by the spirit of the 
Devil, as him who is converted by the spirit of 
God, and time alone trying the character ena- 
bles you to find the hypocrite? Would it not 
then be well Dr. for you to wait awhile, as you 
cannot determine by the relation, the exercises 
of a person’s mind, that you my discover the 
genuine convert fromthe hypocrite ? 

Dr. I don’t know but it might be well enough, 
but we think it best to bring them at once toto | 
the charch. 

Mr. Dr. how many hypocrites do you think 
there will prove to be in ? 

Dr. | do not know. It is not for me to say, 
but it is probable there will be some. 

Mr. Perhaps Dr. there may be twenty ? 

Dr. Oh yes. It would be remarkable if there 
_— not as much as twenty among such a num- 

er. 

Mr. Perhaps there may be forty, fifty, or e- | 
ven one half? 

Dr. Why there may be, bat I hope for bet- 
ter things, | cannot believe there will be so 
many hypocrites as one half. 

Mr. You admit there may be as many as half, 
apd for aught you know more ? 

Dr. Yes there may be, but I do not believe 
there will. 

Mr. Now Dr. yon have called this revival the | 
work of God, might I not with as much pro- 
priety say, it is the work of the Devil ? 

Dr. You may call it so if you please, but I 
should not dare to say so tor the world. 

Mr. But Dr, you icknowledge that some will | 
prove to be hypocrites. That it is the work | 

of the Devil to make men hypocrites. One | 
half or even more may prove hypocrites.— 
The work is so exactly similar that you are not 4 
able to distinguish. Now Dr. according to # 
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your own acknowledgment, have yeu any more 
evidence to prove this revival is the work of 
God, than that it is the work of the Devil ? 

Dr. You may say what you please about it, 
but I say it is the work of God. 

The Doctor attended conference in the even- 
ing, spouted away about the wickedness of U- 
niversalists, and said, he that day had fallen in- 
to company witha Universalist preacher, to 


| whom. he undertook to relate the glorious work 
| the Lord was carrying on in the town, but that 


he laughed at him, and said it was all the work 


ef the Devil. 
RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


headed ‘* Heaven 


our home,” was, through carelessness, omitted 


The article in our last, 


| to be credited to the Religicus Inquirer from. 


which it was extracted. . 





THE GRAVE, 
By Bernard Barton. 


I love to muse when none are nigh, 
Where yew tree branches wave, 

And hear the winds, with softest sigh, 
Sweep o’er the grassy grave. 

It seems a mournful music, meet 
‘To soothe a lonely hour ; 

Sad though it be, it is more aweet 
Than that from pleasure’s bow’r. 

I know not why it should be sad, 
Or seem a mournful tone, 

Unless by man the spot be clad 
With terrors not his own. 

To nature it seems just as dear 
As earth’s most cheerful site ; 

The dew-drops glitter there as clear, 
The sun-beams shine as bright, 

The show’rs descend as softly there, 
As ou the loveliest flow’rs ; 

Nor does the moonlight seem more fair, 
On beauty’s sweetest bow’rs. 

Ab! but within+—within there sleeps 
One, o’er whose mould’ring clay, 

The loathsome earth-worm winds & creeps, 
And wastes that form away. 

And what of that ? the frame that feeds 
The reptile tribe below, 

As little of their banquet heeds, 
As of the winds (hat blow. 
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